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PROGRAMME UPDATE

SECTION 2. Understanding the Needs of the Children

Over the past few weeks a lot of work has been done around the information that we have on children in
the SEND System from the age of 0 to 25, not just children that have an EHCP. This has enabled us to start
looking towards a more strategic approach to how and where services are provided across the borough. This
includes support provided by partners based on the needs of the child not the location of the provision.
Whilst it shows the continued increase in demand it has highlighted the needs around ASD (Autistic Spectrum
Disorder), SLD (Severe Learning Difficulties) and SEMH (Social, Emotional and Mental Health)

Helen and the team continue to engage with schools across the borough, mainstream and special schools,
to strength the relationships and increase working together as a system to deliver changes based on
information, knowledge and experience.

Contacts:

Interim Director of Children’s Services - Catherine Knowles cath.knowles@dudley.gov.uk
Interim Assistant Director Children’s Services - Helen Ellis helen.ellis@dudley.gov.uk

SEND Manager - Sue Powell — susan.powell@dudley.gov.uk

SEND Team Manager - Rob Bennett robert.x.bennett@dudley.gov.uk

SEND Programme Manager — Simon Hickman simon.hickman@dudley.gov.uk
SEND Programme Manager — Paul Klein paul.klein@dudley.gov.uk

www.dudleyhealthandwellbeing.org.uk/sendimprovement
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